THE CHALLENGE OF FACTS               99
which propose to leave the original causes untouched.
We are told that economic causes do not correct them-
selves. That is true. We are told that when an eco-
nomic situation becomes very grave it goes on from
worse to worse and that there is no cycle through which
it returns. That is not true, without further limita-
tion. We are told that moral forces alone can elevate
any such people again. But it is plain that a people
which has sunk below the reach of the economic forces
of self-interest has certainly sunk below the reach of
moral forces, and that this objection is superficial and
short-sighted. What is true is that economic forces
always go before moral forces. Men feel self-interest
long before they feel prudence, self-control, and temper-
ance. They lose the moral forces long before they lose
the economic forces. If they can be regenerated at all,
it must be first by distress appealing to self-interest and
forcing recourse to some expedient for relief. Emigra-
tion is certainly an economic force for the relief of Irish
distress. It is a palliative only, when considered in
itself, but the virtue of it is that it gives the non-emigrat-
ing population a chance to rise to a level on which the
moral forces can act upon them. Now it is terribly
true that only the better ones emigrate, and only the
better ones among those who remain are capable of
having their ambition and energy awakened, but for
the rest the solution is famine and death, with a social
regeneration through decay and the elimination of that
part of the society which is not capable of being restored
to health and life. As Mr. Huxley once said, the method
of nature is not even a word and a blow, with the blow
first. No explanation is vouchsafed. We are left to
find out for ourselves why our ears are boxed. If we
do not find out, and find out correctly, what the error is